


New lab could be key to building life science industry in Athens

By Don Melson and Chris Starrs
news@onlineathens.com

Athens Research and Technology's
new laboratory on Olympic Drive rep-
resents a promising future for biotech-
nology business growth in Athens and
Northeast Georgia, according to a
local expert on the subject,

In operation in Athens since 1986,
ART moved into its new state-of-the-
art lab in March. The company sup-
plies highly pure, highly active human
proteins to researchers, pharmaceuti-
cal companies, laboratories, universi-
ties and other entities worldwide for
the study of human conditions rang-
ing from emphysema to coronary dis-
ease to cancer and Alzheimer’s dis-
ease,

ART’s new building comprises
11,000 square feet on the corner of
Trans Tech and Olympic drives, but
has about 2,000 square feet of space
to rent out to another biotech busi-
ness. Additionally, long-range plans
for the property call for two more
buildings encompassing a total of
45,000 square feet.

Young Athens companies ¢an use
that type of business space, said Mar-
garet Wagner Dahl, University of
Georgia associate provost for econom-
ic development and director of the
Georgia BioBusiness Center, which

Top, James Blount, right, and Josh
Macomson work in the new Athens
Research and Technology wet lab facility
recently in Athens. Above, Lynn Bryant,
left, and Jinx Patel of Athens Research and
Technology. Right, a research associate
works with test tubes at the lab.

helps researchers launch and grow
biotech businesses. The BioBusiness
Center serves as a business incubator
for biotech startups, and ART’s new
facility and additional facilities will
offer space those young biotech firms
might rent when they're ready to leave
the incubator, Dahl said.

“We absolutely think the ART
facility is the right direction for the
community; it fills a need,” Dahl said.
“It won't fill the entire need, but it also
puts that area of Olympic Drive on
the map as a piece of dirt we have in
the community that people can look
at for these kinds of biotech opportu-
nities.”

The ART lab was built on part of 3
acres next to the Merial animal phar-
maceutical complex on Olympic Drive
and was developed under the auspices
of ArtBio LLC, a real estate corpora-
tion owned by two of ART’s key
employees — business manager Lynn
Bryant and reésearch director Jinx
Patel. They designed the new lab
building with an eye to the future —
not just ART's, but other small
biotech firms as well.

ART, founded by a group of
pathologists headed by Dr. Hillary
Newland, hired Patel as the company’s
first employee. She had been working
as a research associate at UGA.
Bryant came on board shortly after-
ward as its second employee.

The two women had been running
ART out of a Paradise Boulevard
facility for the past 15 years, but more
than a year ago began considering a
move,
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Weather issues of the past
several summers helped con-
vince Patel and Bryant that it
might be time to find a new
home.

“We've had a steady
growth rate, and in 2007 we
found ourselves in a drought,”
Bryant said. “We use very lit-
tle water in what we do, but
we were being asked for a 16
percent cutback in water usage
at the same time we were
growing. We explored the idea
of drilling a well.”

The women looked into
sharing a well, but then real-
ized they would be making a
significant investment in a
building they did not own.

“We were moving into year
14 of our lease, so we asked
our landlord about buying the
building and the price they
gave us indicated they weren't
interested in selling, and that
led us to look for other prop-

erty,” Bryant said.

The Olympic Drive site -

offered them exactly what they
were looking for, Bryant said.

“It’s a great location
between Meriel and Noramco,
two of the world’s largest life-
science companics i Athens”
she said.

After establishing ArtBio
LLC, the two women began
designing the future research
Gimpus.

Between the land purchase
and the initial construction,
ArtBio has invested between
$5 million and $6 million in
the new facility, The company
has - been aided with a
$300,000 low-interest loan
from the state’s Life Science
Facility Fund, and ArtBio
also obtained $100,000 from
Athens-Clarke Growth Fund,
made available to companies
that create new jobs in the

*It's nice for us to have
access to low-interest rate
funds, but it’s also nice to have:
the state recognize that there is
a life-science business taking
place in Clarke County,”
Bryant said. “Both of these
loans stipulate that they're giv-
ing us these loans not only to
encourage us to do this proj-
ect, but also to encourage us
to meet job-ctﬁllm require-
]'HE:I'HS.

Their priority in building a
new facility was to provide
room to grow for the existing
operation, which oceupied
7,500 square feet, but Bryant
and Patel also examined the
possibilities of providing lab
and office space for other like-
minded companies, with the
vision of developing a bio-
science campus just 12 min-
utes from UGA.

Bryant said the seeds for
helping develop smaller
biotech businesses in Athens
were planted in 2006, when
Novartis opted not to locate
in the area, choosing North
were intensified when Athens
lost out on Solvay and
Mational Bio- and Agro-
Defense Facility.

“When headlines hit the
paper that Novartis was not
coming ... there were com-
ments that there wasn’t a
(biotech) industry here”
Bryant said. “l made a few
calls to people and said
‘Please come see us, we've
done contract research for
Movartis, they're a customer
of ours, they buy our prod-
ucts. There are companies in
this area — we're not the only
ones — who have a genuine
international presence and yet

because we don't sell to people
in Clarke County or even
maybe in Georgia, we're under
the radar when it comes to
discussions of the life sci-
ences,”

“With that, we decided
we'd start flying in the radar.
(Our facility) might be tiny,
but we're certainly here work-

Richard Hammy/Staff
Teresa Ross works with lab equipment recently at the new Athens
Research and Technology wet lab facility off Olympic Drive.

companies in a couple of
ways,” Robichard said. “One
is they provide services to
companies that are testing and
provide research services to
the companies that are devel-
oping products and testing
products. The second is, with
their expanded space, they are
a great location for a start-up

ing, and we hope some people  company that has grown a lit-
may wish to join us,” she tle too big for an incubator on
added. We'll be a college campus
altracting peo- and needs both
ple from the rl nt office and labora-
region and we'll tory space. Since
Just see what ; ’ m they already have
happens.™ 8 experience in

Athens- managing labora-
Clarke County’s inability to tory space, it should prove to
land the big biotech firms like be a great location for a

Movartis and Solvay in the
past or NBAF more recently,
has convinced some observers
that the bioscience industry
doesn’t have a viable future
bere,

And while the area’s efforts
to land a national biotech
titan has yet to bear fruit,
Bryant and Patel’s vision for
their new lab complex was to
ensure that the door remains
open to attract and develop
smaller biotech concerns,
which could be the first step in
recruiting a research or manu-
facturing giant.

Kathleen Robichard, com-
munications director for the
Georgia Research Alliance,
said the new ART facility is in
position to offer exactly what
some smaller life-science firms
are seeking.

“Athens Research and
Technology helps the biotech

biotech company.

Robichard added that the
expansion of the biotech
industry represents a win-win
situation in terms of local eco-
nomic development.

“This kind of expansion
has an absolute, direct eco-
nomic impact,” she said.
“When a company grows, it’s
very healthy for the economy;
when a biotech company
grows, it’s very healthy for cre-
ating a larger biotech cluster;
when the biotech company
grows with experience to man-
age space where other biotech
companies can grow, that's a
third ideal component of that
environment.”

And the biotech industry is
clearly blossoming in Georgia.
According to an Ernst &
Young Biotechnology Report
in 2006, Georgia is the seventh

“largest life-sciences communi-

ty in the country, and
www.georgiabiosciences.com
reports that the state is home
to more than 250 biotech
companies, with some 20,000
employees and about $7 bil-
lion in sales in 2007,

Patel and Bryant want
their concept to help fledging
biotech firms take the next
step in their development,
thus helping spur biotech
growth in Athens.

UGA’ BioBusiness Center
expects to send prospective
tenants to ArtBio’s building,
Dihl said.

“We will be planning on
referring companies that grad-
uate from the BioBusiness
Center 1o their space whenev-
er they are a good fit, and [
believe some of those discus-
sions are happening now,”
Dahl said. “The Georgia
BioBusiness center is very
pleased that ART has gone
forward and taken the risk to
do this, and 1 think they are
going to benefit from it. They
already are benefiting [rom it.
};’Is going to be very success-

Patel and Bryant agreed,
saying they have had to move
up their plans for developing
the second phase of the prop-
erty. Their original plans for
the ArtBio campus called for
building the current lab, mov-
ing in and letting the business
grow gradually before starting
on the second structure. They
had predicted construction of
the second building might
start in three years.

But in the past year and a
half since they began con-
structing the first building,
ART’s own business has
grown rapidly. They have
added four employees in the
past vear and orders for pur-
fied proteins have increased as
well.

Additionally, they have
been getting serious inquiries
from people interested in rent-
ing the extra space, Patel said.

“We're already talking to
other companies, so we're real-
ly at this point thinking about
development of the second
building.” Patel said. “We may
do that sooner than later, pos-
sibly within a year.”

“To our surprise, we are
already working on No. 2
now,” Bryant added.



ART’s lab design
lightens the work

By Dan Helson
don, netson@onlinezthens. com

The first thing a visitor
io Athens Research and
Technology's new laborato-
ry faclity off Olympic Dave
notices 15 the expansive
space and abundance of
natural ghting filling the
lah qrea,

The bright, spacious facil-
ity where biochemists and
other lab technicians purify
proteins for the miernational
research market is unusual,
sand Lynn Bryant, business
director for ART and pari-
ner in ArtBio, the company
that developed the facility.

“In the industry. we are
probiably somewhat more of
in open lab environment
than most would have”™
Brvant said.

“The way the light comes
in 15 extraordinary,” Bryant
said, “"And the space, as
compared to the space we
have had in the past, has an
open design with very wide
passageways between the lab
benches™

In addition, Bryant and
research direclor and partner
T Patel, desigmed the facili-
iv in a modular format,
allowing their tcam 10 work
on many different kinds of
Projects 4f mmy gEven Lme

“We can move work sta-

tions 1o the work benches”
Bryant said. “We wse cars
wrvd we can bring equipment
to the people, or they can
take their project from one
work station 1o another; it's
really been a productive
work environment. It's
allowed lots of different peo-
ple to help solve problems™

Recently one of ART's
young employees said she
had never been happier at
work, Bryant said,

In plannmg the laborto-
v, Bryant and Patel sought
suggestions from- all their
emplovess

“Every person who
works here has had input
into the lab layoul and the
chokoes we made,” she said.

Teress Ross, a University
of Georgia graduate with a
master's degree in biochem-
istry and molecular biology,
bn?m working with ART m
Movember before the com-
pany moved 1o the :
Drive facility. Ross said she
has enj the change

“I think it's pleasant
because we hiave the exterior
hght and you can sce what's
going on; we're not confined
to a dark lab where you
don know what's going on
outside.” Ross said. “It's
clean and it’s spacious It's
different from what it was in
our last lab”™
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